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Every 24 seconds, a person in the developing world – usually a child – dies 

from diseases caused by polluted drinking water. But this heart-breaking 

issue extends even to developed countries like Canada, where water 

contaminated by animal waste has been a problem. 

 

Through basic information and challenging activities, these junior high 

(grade 7-9) science resources are intended to teach students principles 

around water stewardship and water treatment, while adhering to 

government education guidelines. Lear  about Sa arita ’s Purse’s work 

helping families get safe water and involve your students in thinking 

about world water issues and how to solve them. 

 

WATER STEWARDSHIP CLASS PROJECTS 

Sour e: Sa arita ’s Purse Ca ada, www.SamaritansPurse.ca. 

 

These proje t suggestio s a  e do e at a  ti e duri g our lass’s e ploratio  of ater ste ardship issues. 
However, we recommend students first review the detailed explorations of water treatment methods used 

around the world, found on this website. 

Many of these suggestions can help students apply what the ’ e lear ed so the  a  e plore solutio s to ater 
stewardship in Canada, too. 

 How is water made safe for dri ki g i  Ca ada’s ities a d to s? Are there a  o e tio s et ee  the 
systems used in this country and the water treatment methods used in developing nations? 

 Explore the Walkerton, Ontario water tragedy of 2000. What happened? Why? What came out of the 

government investigations of the tragedy? Have there been other incidents of deadly contaminated water in 

Canada? 

 Investigate the water situatio  i  ou tries here Sa arita ’s Purse Ca ada a d its part ers are orki g to 
improve the water supply. In Africa: Uganda, Liberia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Niger, and Burkina Faso. In Central 

America: El Salvador and Honduras. In South America: Brazil and Bolivia. In Asia: Cambodia, Indonesia, and 

the Philippines. What are the problems associated with water in these countries? How did they come 

about? How serious is the situation? Is it improving or becoming worse? 

 Re ie  Ca ada’s ottled ater i dustr . Ho  ig is it? Where does the water come from and how is it 

processed? Is the bottled water sold at grocery stores safer than water from your tap? 

Plan fun activities, such as a tournament, bake sale, or winter carnival for the student population to raise funds 

to help families in the developing world get safe water through BioSand Filters uilt a d i stalled  Sa arita ’s 
Purse Canada. Every $150 raised pays for the construction and installation of a filter, health and hygiene 

training, and follow-up maintenance. Each filter provides the long-term water needs for up to 10 people. 
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